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For an afternoon, a day, or a weekend...come and enjoy Northeastern Connecticut! 





isit the Quiet Corner for a peaceful getaway this 

winter. The scenery is out of a picture book. 

Outdoor recreation includes cross-country 
skiing, hiking, snow-shoeing, birding and more! Local art 
galleries feature art exhibits and a variety of art classes 
for all skill levels. Visit Celebrations Gallery @ Tea Room 
during one of their monthly tea events (reservations are 
required). This issue of the Putnam Traveler features 
local antique shops where visitors can spend hours 
exploring treasures from the past. Restaurants serve 
seasonal classics that will make your mouth water. Enjoy 
live entertainment at The Complex for Performing Arts, 
The Bradley Playhouse, The Vanilla Bean Cafe and The 
Stomping Ground! In February, visit downtown Putnam 
for their first Fire & Ice Valentines’ Festival. Or simply, sit 
back and relax. Don’t forget to let our advertisers know 
you found them in the Putnam Traveler! 


INSIDE: 


Local Advertisers...Local Real Estate... 
Seasonal Events...Antiquing is still alive 
and well in northeastern Connecticut! 
If you are looking for a unique way of 
spending a winter day, go check out 
the treasures offered by The Antiques 
Marketplace, Jeremiah’s Antiques, and 
Scranton Shops...this issue features 
Main Street Grille... where the locals 
go’...owners Kim and David Brotzman 
are dedicated to providing tasty, 
affordable comfort food in a casual, 
welcoming atmosphere... 

Read about local resident, Michael 
Saari...an iron and metalwork artist 
who was recently offered a position at 
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Mystic Seaport as part of the teams of 
craftspeople restoring and replicating 
artifacts for the last remaining wooden 
whaleship, Charles W. Morgan 

..and discover a hidden gem... The 
Village Drum & Music...located in 
nearby North Scituate, Rhode Island... 
this great little specialty shop devoted 
to percussion instruments is owned 
by a husband and wife team...Susan 

& Anthony DeFusco...the shop 
specializes in drums and percussion 
instruments plus guitars, ukuleles and 
more! 
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Antiques Marketplace 


“Named one of New England’s 
Top 15 Small Towns to Visit.” 


— Boston Magavzine 
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Main St. Grille 


Putnam is a cozy little community located along the Quinebaug 
River in the heart of Northeastern Connecticut. 

Filled with antique shops, art galleries, boutiques, fine dining, casual dining, bistros, cafes, 
bakeries & live theater...Putnam has the charm of a small New England town...but with 
plenty to do & see! Putnam has become the premiere shopping and dining destination 
for residents of Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New York. 


Glimpse of Gaia 


| From Gourmet to Casual - Great Dining Choices 
Paleo g | Shop Antiques, Fine Arts, Crafts, Books & Gifts 
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Wonderland Books WINTER EVENT: 
nt February 16th - Fire & Ice Valentine’s Festival (12-8pm) 
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Discover the Romance of Downtown Putnam 
COURTHOUSE 
aor & Brille ° ° 
4 To learn more about the Putnam Business Assocation, 
become a member, and support local businesses in Putnam 


visit www.putnambusiness.org 


Tine Arc Gift Sia 














PUTNAM TRAVELER NEWS ° 


Vintage Vision 


Antiquing is still alive and well in northeastern Connecticut! If you are looking for a unique way of spending a 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


winter day, go check out the treasures offered by the shops below. Decorating with antique furniture, linens, house wares 
and other accessories brings warmth and charm to your home. Antiques make extra special gifts for the person who has 
everything. And often you can get some really great bargains for high quality items that were made in America. Kids can 
enjoy antiquing too...create a historical scavenger hunt and have them track down items from various centuries. 
Or have them guess what different objects were made for (ask store owners, use the Internet) and see how often 


they are right. You don’t have to go to a museum for history when you can find it right in your own back yard! 


BY CRIS CADIZ 


he Antiques Marketplace in downtown 

Putnam is the largest shop in the area and, 

according to owner Jerry Cohen, one of 

the largest antiques malls on the eastern 
seaboard. With over 20,000 square feet of space and 
130 dealers, there is truly something for everyone. 
Opened 21 years ago, the Antiques Marketplace boasts 
325 spaces, including 175 showcases, plus wall units, 
open display cases and booths that can accommodate 
furniture and larger items. “We sell pretty much 
everything under the sun,” says Cohen. “If it was made 
in the last 200 years, we probably have it. Anything 
you put in a house from rugs, linens, dishes, rugs, cast 
iron grills, light fixtures, furniture from every period, 
every Style...it runs the gamut. And most recently over 
the last few years 
weve added a 
whole jewelry 
section and coin 
department.” 

Cohen makes 
a lot of young 
couples happy 
with engagement 
pieces and other 
fine jewelry for 
a fraction of 
the cost of new. 
“We sell a lot 
of engagement 
rings...a lot of nice 
jewelry. One of 
the nice things 
about dealing in 
estate jewelry is 
that we can sell for about a third of the price of what 
brand new stuff of the same quality sells for,” says 
Cohen. So customers often leave with something better 
than they thought they could afford. 

For the first ten years the Antiques Marketplace was 
open, most customers were from out of town. “People 
came from all over the country, we even had customers 
coming in from Italy and France,” says Cohen. Visitors 
discovered them through advertising, publicity and the 
nearby Brimfield Flea Market, which attracts antiquers 
from all over the world. Today locals come in as well as 
those visiting the downtown for restaurants and other 
shops. “We have people who live 2 miles from here and 








: they walk into the store and when they discover we have 
2 four levels, 20,000 square feet and 300 exhibits, they 

: say, “Oh my god, I had no idea this existed in Putnam’,” 
: says Cohen, who feels the storefront does not accurately 
: portray the huge space and the variety within. 


Saturday, February 16 
12-Spm 


"Valentine's Festival 


Discover the Romance of Downtown Putnam 


ae Sculptures 
Professional Ice Carving Demonstration by jn | MATTERS — 
Ice Carving Competition featuring {em Artists 
Luminaries & Lanterns 


Live Music inside several local businesses 


Shops will be Open Late 


For more information visit www.discoverputnam.net 
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Antique shopping does not have to be 
expensive. “We have a lot of items that are 
S50 cents to five dollars,” says Cohen. 

“We also have items that are thousands of 
dollars but it’s amazing how much goes out the 
door that’s under five to ten dollars. 


: 1 look at dishes or glassware or jewelry and I realize we 

: have lower prices than Walmart...because it’s second 

: hand. Although second hand doesn’t mean it’s low 

: quality. When you get the older pieces it’s often much 

: better quality than what is made today and it’s made in 

: America, it’s not something that’s being manufactured 

' overseas as cheaply as possible. When you are buying in 
z a shop like this you can get high quality, American-made 
: items and you can save money at the same time.” The 

: Antiques Marketplace is open daily from 10AM to 5PM. 
? Don’t miss their Valentine’s Weekend Sale, that includes 
: mark-downs, refreshments, drawings and door prizes. 

: For more information visit 

? www.antiquesmarketplace.com. 


The Leader In Quality Custom Homes & Remodeling 


‘ 30 Plus Years of Meeting 
; and Exceeding the Expectations 
i of Our Clients. 


From complete construction to 
remodeling & additions, give us a call 
today for your next project. 


WOODSTOCK BUILDING 
ASSOCIATES, LLC 
78 Prospect Street * Woodstock, CT 06281 
860.928.0897 


wbhahomes.com 


Award winning Remodeler - 
2009 HOBI Award winner 


HOME BUILDERS 
ASSOCIATION 
OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 


CT Home Improvement Contractor #565903 
CT New Home Construction Contractor #160 
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JAMES BOND I BACK WWACTION! 


After finding some great bargains at the Antiques 
Marketplace, you won’t want to miss the Celebrity 
Museum at Jeremiah’s Antiques, located right next 
door. Offered as a free extra to customers, the Celebrity 
Museum is store owner Paul Vincequere’s own 
collection of memorabilia from history and Hollywood’s 
finest. You can see everything from a demitasse cup 
from the Titantic to Muhammad Ali’s jump rope, a 
“Gilligan” hat signed by actor Bob Denver to an elegant 
outfit owned by Princess Di. A “worm” creature from 
the movie Men in Black strikes a pose in one glass case 
and dozens of movie star life masks grace one of the 
walls. Vincequere used to own the Hollywood Café in 
Westborough, MA, and most of his collection came from 
there. The objects, props and clothing—many of them 
signed by the stars themselves- are always a highlight 
and a hit with customers. 

Vincequere and his wife and business partner 
Amy Dexter took over Jeremiah’s three years ago and 
things are going great for them. Despite other people’s 
misgivings, the couple has saved this ailing antiques 
business from going the way many other antiques shops 
in town have gone and have brought the store back to 
lite. Their enthusiastic attitude and amiable presence 
makes the shop a treat to visit. 
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Consigned & New...Women’s Clothing, Accessories, 
Jewelry...Vintage, Wares & Furniture 


Fashion tor You and Your Home 


Stop by today to see the many new items just in! 


860.963.2100 
www.panacheofputnam.com 


“To Bean or 
not to Bean... ? 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 





‘We have over 60 dealers here, so we have 
a great variety,” says Paul, who has hada 
passion for antiques since he was a kid. 


“lve been doing it for years. I used to pull a wagon to 


: the flea market. I was always wheeling and dealing. In 

: fact, I met her ata flea market,” he says pointing to Amy, 
: who used to work in antiques with her dad. “I love it 

: when kids come in and it teaches them history,” says 

: Paul. “They come in and see a rotary phone and want 

' to try it because they’ve never seen one. I say, yeah go 


ahead!” 


Samantha, a customer from Oxford, who admits to 


: being a weekly visitor with a penchant for the macabre, 
: was doing some Christmas shopping and eyeing an 
: elephant’s tail in a glass case next to a stuffed platypus. 


“I can spend hours in here,” she says. “It’s so much 


: fun. And I know there’s always going to be something 
: different every time I come in.” 


Jeremiah’s is open Monday 12-5 and Wednesday 


: through Sunday 9:30-5. Visit their Facebook page by 
: searching for Jeremiah’s Antique and Collectables 
i: Shoppes. 
















Business Solutions, ttc 


THE One SOURCE FOR PRINT AND 
PROMOTIONAL Business SOLUTIONS 
¢ Full Color Printing eg + 
¢ Promotional nous a 
& Apparel 
¢ Business Forms 
& Documents 
¢ Business Stationery 
¢ Labels 


BROOKLYN, CT 
A 774-6904 
860-428-0767 

CARMEL.OSTERLUND@ 101BS.COM 
HT TP://101RS_RTORSOIURCFE.COM 


Real 
“  TeTeyeye 


1S it really a question? 


860-928-1562 


Yankee Magazine Editors’ Choice 2011 
Connecticut’s Best Country Cafe 


corner of routes 169, 44, & 97 - pomfret - ct 
www.TheVanillaBeanCafe.com 
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A short drive from Putnam, South Woodstock is 


: home to Scranton’s Shops, located in a historic former 

: blacksmith shop. A two-floor warren of small rooms with 
? wooden floors and low ceilings, the shop has the feel 

: of years gone by. Owned by Deb and Richard Nielson 

: for the past seven years, the shop has been in constant 

: operation for thirty years. “It’s a group antique shop so 

: we have about 75 dealers and people on consignment 

: also. So there’s a large variety of merchandise,” says Deb. 
: The store features antiques and collectibles plus some 

: new items including jewelry and food items. 


“My dealers come in at least once a week to 


: restock, so there’s always something different.” 


: The Nielsons both wanted to get away from the current 
: jobs they held and since Richard had formerly owned an 
: antiques store in Southbridge, it seemed ideal. “There’s 
: so many things that come in that I really enjoy,” says Deb. 


“Tf I took all of them home, they just wouldn’t fit.” At 


: Scranton’s Shops you can find everything from bureaus 
: to birdhouses, depression glass to duck decoys, violins to 
vintage linens and lots, lots, lots more. Open daily from 


11-5, they are closed on Tuesdays. Find their Facebook 


: page by searching for Scranton’s Shops. 






COVENTRY 
ARTS & ANTIQUES 








Open Saturdays 
& Sundays 
10am - 5pm 

1140 Main Street 

Coventry, CT 


Anne C. Burke 
860-498-0352 
c: 860-208-8215 


ROCK SOLID 


SOLUTIONS 


Natural Stone Walls * Walkways 


Decorative Ornaments 


JEFFREY M. JOSLYN 
(860) 230-8231 


fbjoslyncc@yahoo.com 
www.stonebuildsbest.com 


Also a New England Distributor of Cord Wood 
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Maun Street 


GRILLE 


“Where the locals go,” is the slogan of the Main Street Grille. Owners Kim and David Brotzman 


are dedicated to providing tasty, affordable comfort food to residents of Putnam and 


surrounding towns in a casual, welcoming atmosphere. 


BY NANCY WEISS 


im knew many local people from working for 
Ke: than 30 years in the food industry. She 
rst learned the trade as a teenager working 
at Abbott’s Seafood restaurant. She then worked at a 


coffee shop in Norwichtown - and still has a customer 
from that time who comes to the Main Street Grille. She 





has many years’ experience 
in fine dining establishments 
and also managed a large 
event venue near the UConn 
campus 

The Fairfield County 
native grew up in a family of 
six children where her mother 
did most of the cooking. 
“My mother was Irish and 
everything was very bland. 
She would boil anything,” 
said Brotzman with a warm 


ght wy 


laugh. 

“Tve always been an 
entrepreneur,” she added, as 
a way to explain the original 
impetus for the Main Street 
Grille. 

Brotzman had the 
contract to provide catering for a major construction 
project in the region. She brought hot, hearty food 
twice a day to a work site where 200+ workers with just 
30 minutes to eat relied on her to provide them with 
breakfast and lunch. 

In 2000, Kim and two partners opened the Pickled 
Pepper Café in what was once Margeo’s and the 
landmark Gagne’s Drugstore. Kim and one other partner 
later moved on to other interests. In 2007, Kim (now 
married) and her husband David bought the restaurant 
from the last remaining partner and opened it as the 
Main Street Grille. 

David Brotzman exudes warmth and calm as 
he moves around their restaurant. He owned D&@K 
Produce for many years, which provided food and 
related items to over thirty area restaurants, clubs and 
organizations. David is committed to preparing dishes 
made from the freshest ingredients. He sources, picks up 
and delivers everything necessary to run their restaurant, 
including selecting the restaurant’s seafood, gourmet 
meats, quality fruits and vegetables. 

David has become known for his flair with 
cupcakes, creating classic flavors and unique offerings 
that are truly unique and fun. 


Discovering Putnam? 
Take a relaxing break in our 
victorian style cafe! Choose from 
a huge selection of home-made 
desserts & pastries, coffee, 
espresso, lattes, frozen drinks... 
and more! 

Open 7 days a week! 

(860) 928-2600 


91 Main Street, Putnam CT 
www .victoriastationcafe.com 
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Kim and David make a point of getting to know 


: their customers, creating a ‘Cheers’-like atmosphere. To 

: that end, Kim commissioned a local potter to fashion 

: mugs bearing the names of their regular patrons. Wait 

: staff fill the personalized cups and cheerfully place them 
: in front of their loyal customers. 


The prices are reasonable 
and even more so for the 
older crowd. Kim noticed 
that senior citizens often want 
smaller portions, so she offers 
smaller plates at lower prices 
for them. 

“We do have quite a few 
seniors that come in just 
for the menu items that are 
tailored specifically to their 
needs,” she said. 

Customers have inspired a 
number of the most popular 


F menu items. Pork pie, a 
traditional French-Canadian 
staple is a popular special 
served on Fridays during the 
* fall and winter months. The 
original recipe, hand written 
in French and handed down from a customer’s family, 


includes 12 different seasonings. Kim’s homemade 


Welles MClali(s 


172 Main Street, Putnam, CT 
§60-928-3336 


We can accommodate parties and we now have a 
separate meeting room (call ahead please). 


“Where the locals go” 


JOIN US FOR DINNER 


Friday Evenings 5-8 pm (BYOB Responsibly)! 
Featuring: Fresh Haddock (Baked or Fried), 
Vegetarian Entrees & Much More. 

























Bh Hours: Mon. - Fri. 6 a.m - 2 p.m. 
(Breakfast All Day, Everyday) 
Sat & Sun. 6a.m. - 1p.m. 
Fri. Eve. 5-8 p.m. 


Check out our daily specials at: 
www. mainstgrilleputnam.com 
Kim & David Brotzman  £ mainstgrilleputnam. W/-Fi Available. 


Check us out in the Fall edition of “Foodies of New England.” 
AWVANYAWVanKerete]{=%<xe) jat=\uii= vale] relale mene) an) 


We buy and sell precious metals, coins, 
and jewelry. We are volume dealers, 
which means we work on small margins. 
We pay more and we sell for less. 
Check us out, we have happy customers 


Antiques Marketplace 
109 Main St, Downtown Putnam 
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corned beef hash is a labor of love and one of the true 
signature items at the Main Street Grille. 

Breakfast, especially on weekends, is always busy 
at the Main Street Grille, but, with 120 seats available, 


: waiting to be seated is short! Everything at the Main 


Street Grille is made fresh to order and the kitchen 
does a great job of accommodating special requests. 
“We'll try just about anything. Customers also make 


: recommendations and I can be pretty creative,” said Kim, 
: noting that her macaroni and cheese omelet and her 


scalloped potato pie came from such experiments. 

The Main Street Grille features daily specials. Among 
them are corned beef and cabbage on Tuesdays, turkey 
dinner on Thursdays and fresh Haddock on Friday. 


: Breakfast and lunch chef, Dave La Fazia and dinner chef, 
: Rob Manis, change the menu seasonally and know the 
: items customers appreciate. 


“We are a local place. It is affordable and anyone 
can feel comfortable here. There is something on the 


: menu for everyone. We are unpretentious. There are no 
: gourmet dining words one can’t understand. We serve 


comfort food, my favorite kind. It smells good here and 


: reminds our customers of home,” said Kim with a smile. 


The Main Street Grille began as a small place with 


: just a few tables and counter space. It has expanded 


twice and now occupies three times the space it once 
did. The kitchen was enlarged and comfortable booths 


were installed where patrons sit for as long as they please 


talking with new and old friends. 
“Our business is going very well now. We are 


: grateful that we were able to expand and our customers 


supported us. We have 10 employees and we love 


: what we are doing. We support the community and it 


supports us,” said Kim. 
Breakfast and lunch is served seven days a week - 


: Monday - Friday from 6 until 2; Saturday and Sunday 
: from 6 until 1. On Friday evening, patrons are welcome 


to BYOB for dinner that is served until 8. 


2 The Main Street Grille is open every day except 


Christmas. 172 Main St. Putnam (860) 928-3336 
Check out their new website at 


: www.mainstgrilleputnam.com 


THE RECTORY SCHOOL 


INDEPENDENT, COED JUNIOR BOARDING (5—9) AND Day SCHOOL (K-9) 


Rectory students 
find their drive! 


At Rectory we celebrate the 
individual and develop aptitudes 
in academics, the arts, athletics, 
and citizenship. Our students 
graduate with confidence, 
character, and commitment. The 
ball’s in your court; come visit us. 


860-928-1328 
528 Pomfret St., Pomfret, CT www.rectoryschool.org 
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MICHAEL SAARI 


“Tve always loved tools,” said Woodstock resident Michael Saari, as he leaned against a heavy table in his Child Hill Road studio. 


BY NANCY WEISS 


aari, who is trained in the fine arts of sculpture 
ms and painting, has been drawn since boyhood 
to iron and metal work. Family trips to 
Higgins Armory in Worcester and to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York, gave Saari an appreciation 
of the beauty of armor and the rewarding possibilities of 
heating iron and forming it into something useful. 

When Saari was offered a position at Mystic Seaport 
as part of the teams of craftspeople restoring the last 
remaining wooden whaleship, Charles W. Morgan, he 
embraced the chance to work on a once-in-a-lifetime 
project that would preserve the last whaling ship in 
America. 

Saari is part of a team of 30 people at the Henry 
B. duPont Preservation Shipyard who are engaged 
in the complete restoration of the whaling ship from 
framing and planking to repair and reproduction of the 
metal items that were used in hunting, capturing and 
processing whales from the peak of the industry in the 
mid-19th century to the last voyage of the Morgan in 
1921. 

The Charles B. Morgan, once sailed the world in 
pursuit of sperm whales, valued for their oil, which was 
used as a lubricant and for lighting, and baleen whales, 
whose bones were used in a variety of materials. Once 
the industry declined, the ship was purchased by Col. 
Edward “ Ned” Green, and taken to South Dartmouth, 
Massachusetts, where it remained until it was moved to 
Mystic Seaport in 1941. 

Michael Saari was hired to work in the ships’ smith, 
the maritime version of the blacksmith shop in 2011, 
where he joined two other experts in the field. Saari, 
who got his first taste of antique metalworking when he 
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was a high school intern at Old Sturbridge Village, recalls 
an interesting coincidence. He worked with tinsmith Al 
Lees, who told the young Saari he remembered seeing 
the Charles W. Morgan sail on its last voyage. 

The assignment to reproduce the harpoons, cutting 
tools, killing lances, row locks, cutting spades, boat 
spades, axes and other metal items has led him to do 
research at the Nantucket Whaling Museum and an 





Largest Lull Service Bead Shap PC. Cenneclicul 


112 Main Street © Putnam, CT © In The Historic Montgomery Ward Building 


860-928-0625 ® tes.annm@gmai l.com 


Open / days a weele 10am to 5pm 


a destination to 
experience 


WED ~ SUN 11 to 5, or by appt 
330 Pomfret St. (Rt.169) Pomfret Center CT 06259 ;&# 
5 


Five minutes from Putnam via Route 44 


860-928-5492 m CelebrationsShoppes.com 
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Monthly Themed 


Afternoon Tea Events 


Reserve the Tea Room for 
Personalized Private Tea Parties 





: extensive private collection, where he has handled and 
: studied the items. 


“Getting to hold the original artifacts give me insight 


: into how they are put together,” Saari said. 





Saari has great admiration for the men who 


: made the original tools. New Bedford blacksmith, 

: Louis Temple in 1848 invented a harpoon now called 
: the Temple toggle. Temple’s great innovation was to 

? make the sharp hook on end of the harpoon pivot 

: so that once it was driven into the back of a whale it 

2 would not pull out. Temple’s invention, which was 

: never copyrighted and widely copied, doubled the 

: catch of whales. 


In his Woodstock shop and in Mystic, Saari is 


: reproducing Temple toggles, which whale men would 
: have referred to as Temple irons. They are faster 

: to make than some other tools because the end is a 

: malleable casting. 





: Saari feels a kinship to the New Bedford blacksmiths, 

: who at the peak of the whaling industry in New Bedford 
numbered 12 businesses. The last smith, James Dregs, 

: worked until 1924. Saari first inventoried all the tools 

: related to whaling and then began a serious study of 

: each one. 


Saari’s research into the methods of Temple, Dregs 


: and others is a bit of detective work as there is no one 
: left who made them. Saari is learning their trade secrets 
: by working with the items himself. 
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ACCESSORIES IN 
AND OUT OF THE GARDEN 


Unique Clothes, Jewelry, Books e& Soaps 


589 POMERET STREET 
P.O. BOX 236 e POMERET, CT 06258 
860-928-0009 | 
HOURS: TUSEDAY ~ SUNDAY 10-5PM 


4 “= Rt. 169, Pomfret, CT (2/10ths mile 
north of THE VANILLA BEAN) 


800 Wines In Stock From: 


Woodstock, Pomfret, Stonington, New York, 
New Zealand, California, Spain, France, Chile, 
Argentina, Australia, Italy, Germany, South Africa, 
Portugal, England and Canada 


Many Wines Under $10 Per Bottle 
10% Discount On 6 Bottles 
15% Discount On 12 Bottle Purchase 
tasting Every Saturday. 


Open: Monday - Friday 10am-8pm 
Saturday 9am-8pm, Closed Sunday 
860-928-2946 








The tools speak to Saari as more than craft items. 
As he ran his fingers along the edges of harpoons and 
blades, he noted that they demonstrate form, line, 
balance, shape, space, and non-space, the same qualities 
he tries to achieve in the sculptures he creates for public 
and private collections. 

The harpoon is an “awesome” thing, according to 
Saari. It is a balanced form that is very appealing to the 
eye and is a perfect mix of form and function. Coopers 
fashion the hickory handles that attach to the metal ends 
and give the harpoon the proper weight to pierce the 
hide of a whale when tossed from a small boat bouncing 
in the open ocean. Awesome, indeed. 

At Mystic Seaport, the ship smith team will work on 
7 small whaleboats. Historically each was outfitted with 
12 lances and 3 harpoons. On the large ship, there were 
iron tools to process the whales they captured. Saari is 


ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE ASSOCIATES 
Real people. Great service. 


ArchambaultIns.com 


PUTNAM OFFICE DANIELSON OFFICE 
T 860 928 0811 T 860 779 5030 
TOLL FREE 877 928 0811 TOLL FREE 866 779 5030 
F 860 928 6462 F 860 774 2025 

143 Providence St. Putnam 136 Main St. Danielson 
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RESTAURANT 
and HISTORIC INN 


Restaurant & Historic Inn 
14 South Street * Southbridge, MA * 508-764-0700 


Just moments North over the CT line 


AUSTRIAN ¢ GERMAN ¢ FRENCH ¢ SWISS CUISINE 
CLASSIC * CONTINENTAL ¢ STEAKS 
SEAFOOD ¢ DAILY ADDITIONS 


2 FOR 1 DESSERT OR APPETIZER 
(Up to $10) 
CUT OUT & BRING IN e cate Holidays ¢ Exp. 4/1/2013 


- PARLOR DINING BY FIRESIDE - 


Now open everyday of the week for dinner! 
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also restoring and making the chain plates, which are 
long links of iron, that hang over the side of the ship to 
support the masts and sails. 

For Michael Saari the restoration of the Charles W. 
Morgan gives him hands on contact with the fabrication 
of tools of the whaling trade while also appealing to his 
training as a fine artist. 

When the Charles W. Morgan sets sail again in 2014, 
it will be a tribute to the past and the determination of 
many skilled people, including Michael Saari. Saari, who 
believes that one project builds on another, plans to use 
the inspiration he has found from his work at the seaport 
to inform new abstract sculptures and other works of art. 

“Tm looking way beyond this and moving from 
art to craft and back again,” Saari said as he reverently 
rubbed the edge of a Temple toggle with his thumb. 


Stroll through our antique farmhouse 
and barn enjoying rooms filled with 
gifts, home decor and botanicals to 

embellish your home. 
Beautiful Accessories to 
Feather Your Nest » Works from Local 
Artisians - Quality Country Antiques 


260 Rte. 171 e South Woodstock, C’'T 
(860) 928-0571 e Mon - Sat 9-5, closed Sun 
www.gardengatefloristct.com 
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Tour the Charles W. Morgan at Mystic Seaport in 
nearby Mystic, CT 


The Charles W. Morgan is the last surviving wooden 


: whaling ship from the great days of sail. Built in 1841 in 


New Bedford, MA, the Morgan had a successful 80-year 


: whaling career. She made 37 voyages before retiring 


in 1921, and was preserved as an exhibit through the 
efforts of anumber of dedicated citizens. After being 
on display in South Dartmouth, MA, until 1941, she 
came to Mystic Seaport, where each year thousands of 


: visitors walk her decks and hear the fascinating story 


of her career as a whaling vessel, historic exhibit, film 
and media star, and a porthole into America’s rich 
history. Take your own journey into the history of this 
remarkable survivor. www.mysticseaport.org. 
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: “Theatre of Northeastern Ganneetent 
30 Front Street (Rt. 44) Downtown Putnam, Connecticut 


No Sex Please...We’re British 
> fo Feb. 1, 2, 3, 8, 9,10, 15, 16 & 17 

A classic British farce that anyone who has ever 
VA aw tried to hide something only to have it blow up in 

their face could relate to. Non-musical: $17 for Adults « 
$14 for Students/Senior Citizens (reserved seating). 


Man of La Mancha 

Apr. 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20 & 21 

A well known musical that was inspired by 
Cervantes’ Don Quixote. The memorable songs 
include “Impossible Dream.” Non-musical: $21 for 
Adults * $18 for Students/Senior Citizens (reserved seating). 


New for 2013 Reserved Seating! 


For tickets please order online or call 860-928-7887. 
Tickets may also be purchased at the box office. 
(In 2013 tickets will no longer be available at the outlets). 


www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 
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FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT, PRIVATE DINING, CATERING 


Freshest Ingredients Prepared With A Continental Touch 
GOURMET DINING * SEASONAL MENU ° FINE WINE 


SEATING 
Tues-Thurs 5-8:30 
Fri & Sat 5-9:00 
Sunday Brunch 11-2:00 
& Dinner 4-8:00 


Reservations Requested 


~ Inviting Ambience of a Classic Era ~ 
A Hidden Gem in Connecticut’s Quiet Corner 


860-974-3456 


29 Plaine Hill Road 
Woodstock, CT 
974-3456 
Visit us on the web at 
mansionatbaldhill.com 


Make Your Next Special Occasion “Szmply Memorable” 
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DRUM ow MUSIC 


You never know where you are going to discover a gem of a shop. North Situate, Rhode Island, is a 
quaint New England Village just 15 minutes from Providence and about half an hour from Putnam 
on Route 116. It has a classic gazebo on the village green, a historic downtown with a smattering 
of locally owned stores, and a great little specialty shop devoted to percussion instruments. 


BY CRIS CADIZ 


he Village Drum & Music is located on Silk 
| Lane and owned by Susan and Anthony 

DeFusco. This husband and wife team opened 
the store in their hometown in August of 2009. Sue 
works full time in Providence as a legal assistant and 
does the shop’s marketing, bookwork and website. She 
also works in the store on Saturdays. A drum enthusiast 
since he was young, Anthony is the passion behind the 
store's inception. 

Anthony does all the restoration and repair work, 
which is a big part of the store’s business. “I had a shop 
at home in the garage but it got to the point where I just 
had no more room to do it anymore. So this building 
became available and it worked out very well for us,” 
says Anthony. “He’s very good at what he does,” says 
Sue. “He has so much knowledge about the instruments 
and the vintage stutf. There are just so many different 
companies and so many things that can identify a 
particular drum to its year of creation-and to make 
things original you have to know that. It’s amazing 
what he knows.” 

Located in a historic building with the original tin 
ceiling, wood flooring and walls, the shop has a cozy, 
atmosphere. “We live here and we walk around town 


and we saw this building and we thought it'd make such : 


a nice little shop,” says Sue of the days when the store 


Escape 
the ordinary. 


Three showrooms. 
One location. 
Endless possibilities. 













107 Dresser Hill Rd, (Rte 31) 
Charlton, MA 01507 
(508) 248-5566 


MON AND FRI 10-8 
TUES, WED AND THUR 10-6 
SAT 10-5 | SUN 12-5 


charltonfurniture.com 
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: was just a dream. The DeFuscos recently expanded, 


more than doubling the square footage of the retail 
space. “We just did not have any more room in the 
shop,” says Sue. Today the basement offers additional 
showroom space featuring a shining wall of cymbals, 
rows of drum kits, even a huge gong. In one alcove 


hangs a collection of guitars and ukuleles. At the back of : 


the main floor is Anthony’s restoration workspace plus 
rooms for private lessons. 


DRUM - GUITAR & BASS LESSONS 


New, Used & Vintage, Drums, Cymbals, 
Hardware, Parts, Guitars, Ukuleles, 
Accessories, Supplies 
Local Dealers for Ludwig, 

Sonor, Zildjian, Paiste, Istanbul, Dream & Kala 


17 Silk Lane, North Scituate, RI 
401.764.0990 


Restoration & Detailing 


LAYAWAY 
AVAILABLE! 


—— ? = 


Lidwig * 


www.thevillagedrumandmusic.com *SONOR 
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The DeFuscos own one of the few percussion 
oriented stores in the state. “Most music stores you 


: walk in and you see 90% guitars and some drum sets 


in the corner. We wanted to do the total opposite of 
everyone else,” says Anthony. The shop offers new, used 
and vintage percussion instruments (drums and kits of 
all kinds, bongos and other hand drums) and a wide 


: variety of accessories plus guitars and ukuleles. You 


can even buy an Australian didgeridoo! Folks come to 
the shop to sell their instruments as well as buy them. 


: Anthony restores these used instruments and sells them 


at the shop or on Ebay. “Used gear is very popular these 
days,” says Anthony. “I think the economy has a lot to 
do with that.” 

They also offer music lessons for students of all 
ages. When the DeFuscos opened their shop, the local 
schools had cut back on the music programs. The 
DeFuscos took up some of the slack by hiring guitar 
teacher Deb Pezzullo and bringing in a line of student 
guitars. They also hooked up with drum teacher Bart 
Lingley who used to play for the Dixie Chicks and 
boasts a long list of other music credits including 
playing live with artists such as Sheryl Crow, The Indigo 
Girls and Ricky Skaggs. “He had to come back to Rhode 
Island for family and he happened to come in the shop 
one day and it was just meant to be,” says Sue. Today 
the Village Drum & Music shop has two drum teachers, 
two guitar teachers, a bass guitar teacher and a flute 
instructor. 

Their business has grown greatly by word of 
mouth. “Our customers are very supportive of us,” 
says Sue, “always promoting us somehow to get the 





: word out to other people.” Customers come from 

all over Rhode Island and increasingly from eastern 
Connecticut. “Musicians find us because we are a shop 
specializing in drums and percussion,” says Sue. The 
DeFuscos maintain a good network with a few other 


small music businesses and refer customers to each 
other. “Musicians are all very tight,” Sue remarks. “They 
are a great bunch of people who support each other. 


: And if you take care of them it’s all they want. And when 


NO MENU ITEM OVER $12.00! 
10 CRAFT AND MICROBREWS ON TAP! 


132 MAIN STREET, PUTNAM CT 


HTTP://WW W.FACEBOOK.COM/PUTRAMSTOMPCROUND 
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people come in here they get the attention that they 


need.” CArea Tap a (90 







“We can’t compete with big box stores so we try 
to focus on the things that people really like that we 
can stock that are quality and affordable. We don’t sell 
anything that’s not going to hold up,” says Sue. “We do 
carry a vast selection of ukuleles. They are very popular 
now. They are affordable, they are fun, and you can 
learn them just like that. That’s what we try to do is 
keep that little niche.” 

Customer service is a priority at the Village Drum 
and Music store. “Our goal is to set the kids~or whoever, 
they don’t have to be kids—up so they can start off with 
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something that’s reasonable and then they come back 
and they can add or upgrade. Drums are not a cheap i Gp 
instrument,” Sue remarks. “There’s no limit!” chimes in \ 

Anthony. “Drummers always want to change stuff up. ‘ 
We take trade-ins and do layaway year round.” 

“My husband caters to his customers,” says Sue, ss es ss et 
“especially his drum customers, but really for anybody. 

We also sell used band instruments for the schools * 4a | 
because some people can’t afford the rentals. We like \ cater 0 a PUTNAM — 
to promote using the old instruments...there’s nothing 1 I aad 
wrong with them.” People will bring in used woodwind \ —_— — | 
and brass instruments to sell and the DeFuscos send \ POMFRET 
them to an expert and have them refurbished. 

“One thing about our shop is we do run sales but 
we try to maintain reasonable prices all the time,” says 
Sue. Another way they cater to their customers is by 
working hard to supply them with the products and 
brand names they really want. Sue describes working 
with popular drum manufacturer Ludwig, who would 
not sell drums to the DeFuscos (because of market {7 
saturation) but agreed to allow them to sell Ludwig 
parts. When Ludwig realized the DeFuscos were selling 
more parts than the other stores were selling drums, 
they agreed to supply them with drums. 

The DeFuscos look forward to one day offering 
music clinics. “We have a lot of customers who are 
musicians and they love to do that sort of thing,” 
says Sue. The DeFuscos share that accommodating 
sentiment. “We love to go see our customers play and 
try and support them like they support us. We’re very 
proud of what our shop is here but it’s all a result of our 
customers.” 
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The Village Drum & Music is open Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday from 11-7, Wednesday and Friday 11-6 
and Saturday 10-5. For more information, visit www. 
thevillagedrumandmusic.com. 


Ome. 
WILLIAM RAVEIS 


—— EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES — 


The Largest Family-Owned Real Estate Company in the Northeast 





Travel Advisors 
International . 


A full service agency with 
multiple locations! 





Buying or Selling 
Call Delphine Newell for your FREE Comparative 
Market Analysis. Find out what your home is 
worth and what you should sell it for. 
Let me help you find your dream home! 
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Ll) af: | (a> 204 Front Street 
Oe my me” Lincoln, RI 02865 
: 7 401.725.1234 


“,..one of the most spectacular settings for a wedding in 
all of Connecticut” — Connecticut Magazine 


] HAVE OVER 18 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE. 


EXCELLENT SERVICE with RESULTS 
Specializing in all of Eastern Connecticut, 
the Quiet Corner, and the Shoreline. 

Call Delphine Newell 
at 860-933-6955 or 


www.DelphineNewell.com 
delphine.newell@raveis.com 


Licensed in CT, FL, RI 


. Travelplanners Travelplanners 
Call for an appointment for your personal tour of the estate ; ; 
and visit our website for a preview www.gwyncareginn.com 164 Main Street 9 Dog Lane/unit B-103 


OS Neuf Den Read. Pamfret Center, oi O6259 Putnam, CT 06260 Storrs, CT 06268 
| SOO-928-5O18 860.963.6620 860.487.2030 
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NEW OWNERS « IN BUSINESS SINCE 1986 * SAME GREAT STAFF 


email: moe@taitrips.com 
www.taitrips.com 
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“An outing to 85 Main can make you feel like you’ve been on vacation”? - Worcester Telegram & Gazette 





Seafood ° Steak ¢ Sushi © Raw Bar ¢ Vegetarian ¢ Full Bar 
Creative Cocktails ¢ Extensive Wine List 
Gift Cards Available ¢ Private Dining Room 


ie 
wun \‘~ 4 American Fusion Cuisine 
ee , 2 fresh, local, organic, sustainable, 


Y, Sa artistically driven ingredients 


Quality Downtown Dining 













* a Z iS Casual Fine Dining 
Featured on WCVB’s, “‘Chronicle’’ Inviting & contemporary, 


hip bar, seasonal outdoor dining 
Featured on NBC’s show, “The Feast’”’ 


4 







Chef/Owner James Martin voted 
one of three Top Chefs in CT, 2011 
Connecticut Restaurant Association 


“Plated Perfection” * kK x4 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette, 2010 





enjoy our 
raw bar, sushi, 
lunch, dinner, or 





“Best Mac n’ Cheese in CT’”’ 
CT Magazine 2008-20] | 


Winner of 6 Best of CT Awards 
“Best Bar’ Statewide Runner-Up 


late night bar menu 
11:00pm 


served daily 
* tor 


11:30am to 
85 Main St. Putnam CT © www.85main.com © 860.928.1660 










@ Antique Flooring @ 
© Vintage Building Materials @ 
@ Architectural Antiques @ 


www.oldwoodworkshop.com 


Giving old wood new life... 


THOMAS CAMPBELL 
193 Hampton Road, Pomfret Center, CT 06259 


860-655-5259 


“Open by chance or appointment” 


March 22,2 


112 MAIN STREET « PUTNAM, CT 06260 


URLS EWIING 


& HE Ln ARI GALLERY 


12, 13,19, 20 @ 8:00 





Directed by Carole Hayes 
Sheri Sochor: 860-963-0105 September 20, 21, 27, 28 @ 8:00 


The aero is.. wl care. 


American Classics Series 






- Art & Peau ey 
- ANTIQUE & CONTEMPORARY ART & PHOTOGRAPHY - 





Compare our prices and you will be pleasantly surprised! Directed by Leslie Snow 
| November 22 and 23 @ 7:00 


www.artsandframing putnam.com 
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Ditusteaste| by ‘Be th Silvia 


2700 


yey July 14 @ 2:00 Directed by Nichola Johnson 
August 8, 9,10 @ 7:00 
August 10 and 11 @ 2:00 


ee se ae | x THE LEGEND OF . 
ne oeea—aw =) \ ew Tees qi 2 Z Dolly Parton's 
a ” cae ss.) ks SL - Ba : The Memorev a. : = Hilarious Broadway Hit 
Costus FRAMING ESET HOLLOW 
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COMPENSATION, 
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REAL ESTATE 


24 Stearns Street 
Danielson, Connecticut 06239 
P: 860-779-1000 « F: 860-779-1003 

E: andrea@truppalaw.com 


www.truppalaw.com 











Directed by Seana Hendrickson 
May 10 and 11 @ 7:00, May 11 @ 3:00 


UTTLE SHEBA 








November 1, 2, 8,9 @ B08 


An original adaptation November 3 @ 2:0 


HRI ‘s ai schora 
AROL 


December 6, 7, 
December 8 @ 2:00 


| The Complex Performing Art Centre 
he Fem lelersiize|i 
,44 @ 7:00) 95 Front St Putnam CT 06260 


It is strongly recommended to make 
reservations for all shows 
$60.963./1/70 www.thepac.org 





Don’t Miss Out On The Next Issue — to Advertise Call... 860-963-0414 or visit www.PutnamTraveler.com 





